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Jim asked me to airbrush out the cross
as I walked into the church and heard his prayer.

“Airbrush out the cross ?”, I said, amazed - “What about your shoes!”



The church went quiet and the choir walked in.
I began to sing, shaking with fear, my mouth dry, my

eyes wet.



“I don’t paint kids so good”,
said Lamaar Sorrento to Jeff and Susan, 
but it was a good Christmas, all together.



Red and white stripes, mind,
NOT black and white,

‘though but…



Robert came to get me out of Molly’s Bar,
imagine that …

he scolded me. The Steel player needed a chart.
All I wanted to do was work out how far I was away from Dock Street,

in terms of miles.



The Elders sometimes lost hold of their dignity and laughed until their sides split.
We only laughed when they laughed, otherwise it was rude.



When The Lady Of The Tyne sang, no-one was spared.
Everyone was a target for The Lady Of The Tyne’s love and spite

Mouths opened, dentures fell.
Those that wreaked of damp Harris Tweed and mint imperials

were singed by the electric bar-heaters. Like the specks of dust that we all are.



I didn’t know where Ithaca was, when I sat at the end of the south pier,
sore-bottomed,

because I hadn’t touched my Sunday lunch, after church - lamb was like a casey.
The lights were coming on and the foghorn had started as the fret came in.

I wanted to go to the Fish Quay in Shields and see the boats in,
but the car was bust again.



He was so cold in the flowers that he had planted for Easter,
yet I was all warmth.

I put saccharin tablets and Lea & Perrins sauce
in his inside pocket,

so he could eat and drink,
when he got there.



Is Surrender winning or losing?
Maybe Peace is only possible

when you get failure
down pat.



The Angel of the North
is the sign that says

‘Home’.
But I’ll never get over

the Crucifixion.
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